
 
Sponsor News from Elstree Light and Power 
 
Top Gear  
 
ELP were happy to receive the call to continue their relationship with the TOP 
Gear brand and supply it's new lighting director Nigel Catmur with all the 
required lighting, rigging and power needs for the new look series. 
A trussing grid system was installed with full and part circles sub- hung below, 
creating endless lighting positions and enabling a shoot anywhere situation for 
Nigel and production. 
The warm tungsten look required was created using a selection of ARRI 1k, 
and 2K fresnels, Aurasoft and pars.  
The rig also consisted of a large number of LED products, consisting mainly of 
the Martin MAC Quantum Wash and MAC Aura Wash. 
 
 
Mastermind 
 
There was a change to LD, Andy Stagles design to this years series of 
Mastermind with the addition of the CLAY Paky Mythos provided by ELP, 
replacing the Alphabeam 700. The final and celebrity special then adds further 
units of Clay Paky Sharpy, HPE 1500 profile and Varilite VL1100. 
 
 
 
Rio Olympics. 
 
ELP supplied an enormous amount of lighting kit to Lighting Design Group for 
the US broadcaster NBC at the Rio Olympics. 
Over 700 fixtures and associated, grip, control, cabling and rigging were 
prepped and loaded into containers at ELP's new Cardington facility and 
shipped to Rio. 
The type of fixtures sent out was quite varied, due to the range of different 
broadcast requirements, from full indoor presentation studios to large outdoor 
beach positions and small stand ups in all the venues. There were more than 
300 ETC Series 2 Lustr+ units, 120 ETC Colorsource Par, 130 Lite Panel 
Astra, Lite Panel Sola and Inca Fresnel, Arri L7/C LE2, L5/C, M18 and 6K 
Arrisun, 
  
No sooner had this kit left the building and the next containers were loaded 
with the equipment required for all of the BBC output from the Games as 
specified by LD Dave Gibson.  
 
Then within a matter of weeks, the prep benches were busy again for the 
Channel 4 requirements for the Paralympics again specified by Dave Gibson 
Also going out to Rio at this time for LD Chris Kempton was the lighting kit 
required for the series of Last Leg programmes transmitted during the 
Paralympics. 
 



 
BBC Somme Commemoration 
 
ELP were honoured to be asked to supply lighting, rigging, power and crew 
for the dual Somme centenary commemoration events at the Thiepval 
Memorial and Westminster Abbey for BBC Events.  
 
Bernie Davis was LD in Westminster Abbey and as the important part of this 
event was concentrated on the vigil at the Grave of the Unknown Warrior 
attended by the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh, the rig was completely 
different to the usual design for a standard service, a more intimate theatrical 
style was required with the ability for warm colours but with the required level, 
for this Bernie chose the Martin Quantum Wash as the main unit, also helping 
to reduce power requirements by a significant amount as well.   
 
 
Over at the Thiepval Monument in France LD Nigel Catmur was responsible 
for both the event and TV coverage lighting. This involved working with day 
and night conditions and within what is of course a very sensitive location and 
under a very high security level, with Royals and world leaders in attendance. 
As in Westminster Abbey an overnight vigil took place on the Thursday night 
with the BBC studio looking out towards the 600 graves of French and British 
WW1 casualties. Each of the 600 gravestones was lit with a single 46W warm 
white lamp from custom length festoon as designed by Nigel. 
The main area was lit with a mixture of Arri MSR units, pars and ETC Source 
4s.  
The studio, which again had to work with both day and night conditions was lit 
with a combination of ETC Source 4 and Arri Fresnels.  


